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Nine-year-old Mina could not fall

asleep. Her sister, Jo, was already out

like a light. It was nine at night, and Mina

had read to the end of her book. It was a

good book, full of magic. Outside, the

summer sky was almost dark, but a full

moon lit up her room. 

She could see the back yard in the

white light of the moon. Then she heard
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something—a far off sound like a snarl,

or a howl.

Mina sat up, and her book fell off

the bed. Then she gave a start. “It sounds

like there’s a dog in the yard. That must

be Tim’s dog, Ned!” she said. Tim was

eleven. He lived next door. Tim had lots

of pets. He even had a pet snake, Jake.

Sometimes Jake the Snake hid in Tim’s

shirt and went to school with them all.

Mina, Jo and Tim all went to the same

school. Jo and Mina loved Tim’s pets.

Sometimes Ned, who was a sweet

dog, came to play in Mina’s yard. “Why

would Ned be here at night?” Mina said

to Jo.

But Jo was still asleep in the bed

next to hers, snoring her eight-year-old

head off.
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The next moment Mina heard a loud

bark. The sound seemed to come from

the old workshop, at the back of the

house. “Maybe Ned got shut up in the

workshop,” she said to herself.

Mina got out of bed. She went softly

across the carpet and out of her room.

Now that she was nine, she wasn’t afraid

of the dark. She went out of the house

into the back yard. Then she heard it

again—a loud bark not too far away.

Mina walked across the yard. Her

feet were wet, and the moon was big and

bright. Its light fell on the old workshop

at the back of the house. Mina heard a

faint snarl. The sound came from inside

the old workshop.

“You should not be creeping across

the yard in the dark. It’s not smart!”
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Mina gave a start and saw the

shadow of her little sister.

“It’s not dark. And you should be in

bed, Jo!”

“Speak for yourself,” said Jo and

took Mina’s arm. “I heard it too.”

“I think Ned got shut up in the

workshop,” said Mina.
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“Let’s get him out,” said Jo.

The two sisters crept around the

garden to the workshop. They could

hear their parents talking in the living

room. The girls peeked into the

workshop. All they saw was the big

white moon in the dark window. Then

they heard it again…a bark and a snarl

coming from somewhere inside the

workshop.

“Let’s get Ned out,” said Jo.

The girls went to the door and opened it.

The moon cast stark shadows on the

ground. 

“Come on out, Ned!” Jo said. Ned

was not inside. There was a bark again.

This time it came from the cellar under

the workshop.
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